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This is a presentation of work in progress. The aim of this work is to devise a general 

framework for characterizing the regularities that govern text-to-tune alignment in monophonic 

songs and chants. The framework must furthermore enable us to delineate the similarities and 

differences between songs and literary verse. The data in this talk will be drawn mainly from 

songs and literary verse composed in French. 

The periodicities found in literary metrical verse are due to the fact that the text is mapped to an 

abstract metrical template. In French songs, on the other hand, the periodicities in the text arise 

to a large extent from the requirements of aligning the text with the tune. The role of melodies 

in songs is analogous to that of the abstract templates that specify stanza form and meter in 

literary verse. 

I will argue that songs are made up of units that are the analogues of lines of verse in literary 

poetry. The justification for positing lines is that without lines, the conditions which govern 

text-to-tune alignment would be impossible to formulate, or could only be formulated with 

great loss of generality. One case in point is the patterning of masculine and feminine lines, 

which is uniform across stanzas in French songs of strophic form. 

Lineation (the partitioning of a song into lines) is tightly bound to the structure of the melody, 

but it is not completely predictable from it; consequently it must be specified in the input to 

textsetting. I propose that in the input to textsetting, lineation takes the form of information 

added at certain points of the melody. 

Students of French versification have noted that songs employ a larger range of stanza shapes 

than literary poetry. This difference is due to the fact that well-formed song tunes form a much 

more diversified set than the abstract templates for stanzas in literary verse. 
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